APPROACHING WOMEN'’S STUDIES

Semester 1, 20 credits

Please note that this outline is indicative as of Summer 2023 and is subject to change.

Convenor:
Dr. Asha L. Abeyasekera (asha.abeyasekera@york.ac.uk)

Also taught by:
Dr. Boriana Alexandrova (boriana.alexandrova@york.ac.uk)

Who should take this module?

This module is core for MA Women’s Studies, MA Women’s Studies (Hums) and MA Women, Violence
and Conflict, and an option module for MA Women’s and Gender Studies (GEMMA). Research
students new to CWS might think about taking this module (research students should discuss with
their supervisors whether they should ‘audit’ the module as part of their research training).

Description and Aims:

This module provides an intfroduction to key issues and concerns within Women’s and Intersectional
Feminist Studies. It starts by exploring theoretical and conceptual approaches to the field, paying
particular attention to the unstable category of ‘woman’ and the concept of ‘gender’, and
interpreting these through an intersectional lens within the social and historical contexts of race,
sexuality, disability and neurodivergence, religion, culture, class, and caste amongst others. The
module then moves on to consider various topics that have been and still are of particular concern to
feminists, including colonialism, nationalism, masculinities, intersectionality, care, and the
anthropocene.

Interdisciplinary in approach, the module enables individual students from many different
disciplinary backgrounds to work with their peers to develop a broad range of knowledge suitable for
interdisciplinary feminist research. We also want you to think outside the ‘Western’ (Western
European/North American) and strictly Anglophone context in which we are based here in the UK;
we do this by developing an awareness of the epistemological, historical, political, and colonial basis
of the theories entrenched in Euro-, white-, and Anglo-centric contexts and we work together to
forge and imagine pathways beyond them.

Learning Outcomes:
After successfully completing this module, students will be able to:

e Intferrogate and explain key issues and concerns within Women’s and Intersectional Feminist
Studies, including the problematics associated within the category ‘woman’, the concept
‘gender’, and colonial and racial hegemonies

e Critically engage with and account for the differences amongst gendered bodies, with an
astute awareness of intersecting identity categories such as race, ethnicity, class, sexuality,
dis/ability, age, and others.

e Apply different methods to gendered research, with an appreciation for the importance of
interdisciplinarity in Women’s and Intersectional Feminist Studies.

e Develop feminist research with an appreciation for the importance of cross-cultural work in
Women’s and Intersectional Feminist Studies, with a sensitivity fo questions of difference and
diversity.
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Indicative Programme

Week 1:  Introduction to Women's Studies
Week 2:  Theorising Sex and Gender
Week 3. Dis/ability and Fat studies

Week 4:  Religion

Week 5:  Assessment Workshop

Week 6:  Colonialism

Week 7:  Race

Week 8:  Intersectionality, Dalit Feminism, and Caste-Class Relations
Week 9:  Care, Reproduction, and Labour
Week 10: The Anthropocene

Week 11:  Assessment Preparation

Assessment:

The module is assessed by means of one essay of 3,500-4,000 words. You will write a partial draft as
a ‘procedural essay’ (compulsory but not assessed) partway through this module, and will receive
detailed feedback. (GEMMA students will not do the procedural essay.)
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